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A  pp      l  i      c  a  t      i  on   t      o     b  ec  o  m  e     a Ne  i      g  hb      o  u      r  h      o  o  d   P  lan      n  in      g     F      r  o  n  t R  u      n  n      er  

Preface

Vale of White Horse District Council welcomes the opportunity for local residents to come together to

decide what their area should look like. Faringdon is an important market town and its continued vitality

will benefit South West Oxfordshire as a whole, as well as its dependent hinterland of nearby villages.

Its experience of planning  for  improvement  and development  in  its  community means it  is ideally

placed  to produce a successful Neighbourhood Plan.  The  Neighbourhood  Planning Front Runner

Scheme will allow the Town Council to produce a plan that can act as a model for market towns across

Southern England.

“I am fully behind Faringdon Town Council’s desire to develop a Neighbourhood Plan.  Faringdon faces

many of the challenges common to market towns.  It is close to a major urban centre - Swindon - and

struggles to ensure that it has the right mix of opportunities for commercial business, independent shops

and young people.   The town has  a strong heritage ranging from the civil  war  to the eccentric  Lord

Berners, and an engaged and civic-minded community who support a local newspaper and lively festivals.

Faringdon needs the opportunity to take stock and establish a way forward based on heritage and tourism

opportunities,  a  thriving  commercial  ecology and vibrant  independent  shops  and civic  institutions.   A

Neighbourhood Plan provides precisely that opportunity”.

Ed Vaizey, 

Member of Parliament representing Wantage Constituency, Oxfordshire

“I’m delighted to have the opportunity to support Faringdon Town Council  in  their  wish  to develop a

Neighbourhood Plan.  Faringdon is a lovely historical market town and its shopping and commercial hub

serves not only the immediate residents but also the outlying villages.  The Town Council, in common with

many local government administrations faces many challenges and a Neighbourhood Plan will ensure that

the local communities in the town and the surrounding area benefit from a well thought out strategic plan

which will ensure a safer and stronger local community for future generations”.

Judith Heathcoat

County Councillor for the Division of Faringdon and the Coxwells

Cabinet Member for Safer and Stronger Communities

“I write in support of the Faringdon Town Council application to be awarded a place on the pilot scheme for

developing a tailored local  plan under the Neighbourhood Planning scheme.  I  am able to endorse the

application, as I am also a Town Councillor and I have observed the work of the Planning and Highways

Committee for the past 8 years and I am able to compare their  efforts with other councils within the

district. I recommend that Faringdon Town Council be awarded front runner status in the Neighbourhood

Planning scheme and the £20,000 grant to enable it”.

Roger Cox

  Member for Faringdon & the Coxwells Ward of Vale of White Horse District Council

  Deputy Leader of the Council

  Cabinet Member for Planning and Housing
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Vale of White Horse District Council, in partnership with Faringdon Town Council, wishes to apply

to become a Neighbourhood  Planning  Front  Runner.  This will  be for the production of  a

Neighbourhood  Development Plan for Faringdon, rather than a  Neighbourhood  Development

Order. Letters of support for this application are appended to this submission.

1.2 We consider that this application sets out a proposal that could be an excellent example for

other market  towns across the country  that  want  to retain  their cultural heritage and their

unique character but also to accept further, high quality sustainable development. 

1.3 Faringdon  Town Council has a long and successful record of community  engagement and

involvement in planning issues. This proposal will help to establish the required standard for a

neighbourhood plan and create confidence amongst other towns that an effective plan can be

prepared.

1.4 Vale of White Horse District Council will work in partnership with Faringdon Town

Council to make the learning from Faringdon's experience of developing a neighbourhood plan

available more widely so that others can benefit.

1.5 This application sets out our proposal for undertaking neighbourhood planning as part of the

Front Runner scheme, including some context to the proposal and information in response to

the criteria against which you will be assessing applications.

2. VALE OF WHITE HORSE AND THE THE FARINGDON AREA

2.1 The Vale of the White Horse is a district situated in the upper Thames Valley; it is one of five

districts in Oxfordshire.  The district covers an area of 224 square miles and has a population

of around 121,000 (expected to grow to 138,000 by 2026).  Abingdon is the largest town in the

district, and 50 per cent of the district's population lives in Abingdon and its other two market

towns, Wantage and Faringdon.  Much of the district is rural in nature and reasonably affluent,

although  it  does  have  pockets  of  deprivation,  and  has  significant  challenges  in  terms  of

affordability of housing.  The district has  historically had high levels of employment and has a

growing high-tech and science based employment sector.

2.2 It is proposed that a Neighbourhood Plan will be prepared for the market town of Faringdon.

Map 1 below shows Faringdon and its relationship to its surrounding area.
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Map 1 – Map showing relationship of Faringdon to surrounding areas

2.3 Faringdon is to the south west of the district between Swindon (12 miles) and Oxford (19

miles).  It  has  easy access  to both the M4 and the  M40.  Rail  services  are  provided from

Swindon,  Oxford   and  Didcot  Parkway.  It  is  approximately  90  minutes  motoring  time  to

London and Birmingham, 60 minutes to Bristol.   It has close links to the River Thames.  Map 2

below shows the boundary of the Greater Faringdon parish.  

2.4 The town has an estimated population of 8,500 – this is set to grow to 8,910 by 2016 (20.2 per

cent) based on current housing allocations, and by about a further 20 per cent over the next few

years.  It  is an  important local service centre for nearby  villages both  in  Oxfordshire,

Gloucestershire and Swindon rural area, particularly villages to the south and west of the town.

Faringdon has close links with  nearby larger  towns like Oxford and Swindon for shopping,

work, services and leisure facilities.  

2.5 The town's population of older and younger people is also set to grow putting significant pressure on

education and other facilities for younger people.

2.6 Faringdon’s historic core is centred on the Market Place and its mediaeval central road structure

with residential development towards the edge of the town particularly to the east and south. 

Page 4 of 19



2.7 The town has a reasonably vibrant town centre with a number of retail shops, services and facilities,

and a new food superstore some distance from the town centre.  However, these are mostly small

independent shops and do not provide a significant amount of employment for local people.  The

largest employer in town clsoed down about four years ago,and the second largest employer has

moved out of town as there was insufficient land available in the town to further develop the

business.  Most of the local population travel out of town to work, and there are concerns that the

town will increasingly become a 'dormitory' town.

2.8 Situated as it is close to the River Thames and having significant amount of historical interest the

town attracts a reasonably large number of tourists.  This visitor traffic needs to be sustained and

even increased to retain the vitality of the town centre.

2.9 The Vale of White Horse District Council is the Local Planning Authority for the area.  Oxfordshire

County Council is the strategic (minerals and waste, highways) planning authority for the area.  There

is a long history of joint working between the district  council  and the Faringdon Town Council,

including on the Faringdon Healthcheck and the Local Plan. 
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Map 2 – showing the boundary of the Greater Faringdon parish 
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3. THE STRENGTH AND EXPERIENCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

3.1 One of the key reasons for submitting this application is that the district council is confident in

the ability of Faringdon Town Council to work effectively alongside other partners in preparing a

neighbourhood plan. This confidence stems from the town council demonstrating over a long

period that it has the ability to undertake projects in an effectively researched, presented and

time efficient manner.  The council has a strong track record of engaging with its community and

working with the dstrict council and other partners.  It has successfully completed several projects

– including planning related projects. 

3.2 We believe that Faringdon was the first town in England to undertake a “Health Check” in

2001/2. This Health Check was completed in partnership between the Vale of White Horse

District Council, Faringdon Town Council and the Countryside Agency.  The partners shared the

financial and administrative support for the project, and 80 local organisations and individuals

were involved in a year-long research and development programme.  The Faringdon Health

Check process became the template for the Countryside Agency for the development of health

checks in many other market towns throughout the country.  The health check has become the

basis for the Town councils thinking on future development in the town and has informed both

input to consultations on the Local Plan and the later development strategy for Faringdon.

3.3 The town council, in partnership with the Faringdon Chamber of Commerce and the health check

steering group, was actively involved in representing the views of local people during the

development of the Vale of White Horse District Council's Local Plan 2011.  This included

appointing a market research agency to carry out a survey of a representative sample of local

residents, arranging a series of public meetings and involving many active groups within the

Town in discussions.  In light of the strength of feeling locally the district council was persuaded

to radically increase the number of planned housing sites in the town. 

3.4 The town council has a strong interest in planning for the future of the town.  In 2008 the

town council set up a working group Our Faringdon Our Future, to develop a vision and

informal strategy for development in the area.  This group included around 60 members

drawn from organisations within the Town, including the Faringdon Chamber of Commerce,

Faringdon Association of Residents, and many other groups and individuals.  This document,

“A Development Strategy for Faringdon 2008 – 2026” has been updated annually and will form

the  starting point for further consultation and work on the neighbourhood development plan.

It is intended that the Our Faringdon Our Future working group will continue to be engaged in

supporting the town council throughout the creation of the plan.

3.5 The town council annually consults with the townspeople at a town meeting held before the

precept is set in order to encompass their views.

3.6 The town council also participates in a number of joint consultations with the Vale of White

Horse District Council, Oxfordshire County Council, the police and town organisations through

the Joint Economic Forum for Faringdon and the Traffic  Advisory Committee. In addition to

these the Town Council works closely with the Chamber of Commerce, Faringdon Association

of Residents and individual members of the community, including on the  Our Faringdon Our

Future working group.
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3.7 The town council consists of fully elected councillors with a range of skills and experience. There

are a number of  energetic new  councillors, as well as those  with significant experience in

planning matters.

4. PLANNING CONTEXT FOR THE AREA

4.1 The current development framework for the whole of Vale of White Horse District consists of

the saved  policies from the Local Plan, which was adopted in  2006. The district council is

currently progressing its Core Strategy. This progressed to preferred options (regulation 25)

consultation in 2009-2010. That work is being refreshed following election of a new council in

2011 and in the light of changes proposed in the Localism bill and draft NPPF.   A revised draft

will be published for further public consultation in the late spring or early summer of 2012,

and submitted towards the end of 2012 for examination Spring 2013 toward adoption later in

2013. The emerging core strategy identifies land south of Park Road, Faringdon as a strategic

housing site for 400 homes, a primary school and employment uses. 

4.2 It is proposed that  the Neighbourhood Plan for  Faringdon would be prepared in support of

the district council’s emerging Core Strategy and that it will be a development plan document

(likely  to include site allocations).   The expectation is that  the neighbourhood  plan for

Faringdon would be adopted  by  Vale  of  White  Horse District Council as part  of its

development plans.

4.3 As the core strategy will be setting the strategic direction for the plan area policies, the

neighbourhood plan will be prepared to be in general conformity with this emerging

document.

5. SIZE AND COMPLEXITY OF THE ANTICIPATED NEIGHBOURHOOD  PLAN 

5.1 The plan will be prepared for the entire area that is the responsibility of the Town Council. It is

expected to build on the Development Strategy for Faringdon document and cover:

• housing numbers and mix to enable the towns population to grow

• protecting and enhancing the architectural and social structure of the town

• reducing the need for residents to travel for work, shopping and other services

• improve employment provision in the town and allocate land for business growth

• encourage growth and diversity of the retail offer

• encourage and expand tourism

• seek improved infrastructure, including transport

5.2 The plan will conform to the district council’s core strategy. The core strategy is likely to identify

a level of  growth (housing and employment)  for particular settlements, which  will  include

Faringdon.  Hence, it is envisaged  that  the neighbourhood plan will set out  how the identified

levels of growth will be delivered within the town.  The first stage of developing the plan will be

a scoping exercise of what the town council wishes to achieve and the best way of doing this.

5.3 As identified above there are a number of key issues that the town council would want to  be

addressed in the Faringdon Neighbourhood Plan. This will include identifying appropriate, non-

strategic housing sites together with  employment and leisure facilities and retail development

opportunities.  
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5.4 In terms of  housing this will  need  to take into account the increasing population  of  people

experiencing difficulty  through under-provision  of suitable  accommodation.   This  particularly

applies to affordable housing.  There is an increasing number of elderly and very elderly people

in Oxfordshire towns with a need for appropriate housing. The plan will need to assess, identify

and  prioritise the most appropriate locations for new development, particularly  non-strategic

housing and employment.

5.5 Key to the success of the plan will be a strategy which addresses current inadequacies with the

transport  network and other  infrastructure,  reduces levels of out-commuting,  addresses the

consequences of an ageing population and the growth  of  a  younger community;  whilst  also

retaining that which is special about Faringdon.

5.6 As well as the district council’s own LDF evidence base, the neighbourhood plan will draw on the

consultation  on  preferred  housing  sites  and  supporting  evidence  base  endorsed  by  the  town

council,  and  a  review  of  employment  undertaken  by  the  Faringdon  Chamber  of  Commerce.,

##Hilary - I thought there were others mentioned here – any to add?

5.7 Waste and minerals planning will not be addressed within the plan.

5.8 The overall aims of the plan will be to enhance the contribution that Faringdon makes to the

vibrancy of the Oxfordshire economy whilst retaining the town’s historic and cultural heritage,

maintaining its identity and simproving its self-sufficiency.

6. DELIVERABILITY AND TIMESCALE

6.1 If this application is successful, preparation of  the neighbourhood plan would  commence as

soon as possible after the grant is confirmed.  The plan will be prepared alongside the district

council’s Local Development Framework.

6.2 Adoption of the neighbourhood plan would be as soon as possible after the date of adoption

of the core strategy in 2013. The table below sets out a draft proposed timetable for preparing

the neighbourhood plan and how it relates to the core strategy timetable.

Key stages in production Vale of White Horse

Core Strategy

Faringdon Neighbourhood

Plan

Submission End 2012 Early 2013

Examination Spring 2013 Early Summer 2013

Referendum N/A July 2013

Adoption Autumn 2013 Autumn 2013

6.3 It is recognised  that  neighbourhood  plans prepared as part of  the Front  Runner scheme 

should be prepared as expediently as possible. Hence, every effort will be made to speed up 

the above timetables to ensure an adoption date as early as possible.

6.4 However we recognise the overarching need for the neighbourhood plan to give effect to 

local planning polices.  As the emerging core strategy is going to set policies for the period up 

until 2029, it is anticipated that the Faringdon Neighbourhood Plan will have the same time 

horizon. 
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7. KEY BENEFITS OF THIS APPLICATION

7.1 Vale of White Horse District Council is keen to embrace and help facilitate the successful take-up

and implementation of neighbourhood planning.  It sees  the Front Runner scheme as an ideal

opportunity  to  help achieve this and to gain the experience and benefits of  being ‘an  early

adopter’.

7.2 We would use the lessons learnt during preparation of the Faringdon plan to identify how we

might  sucessfully  support  other  towns  and  communities  to  have  a  greater  input  to  the

development of their local area through neighbourhood planning.  we would do this through

our regular town and parish forums and training sessions for parish councils.  Faringdon Town

Council has experience of helping others, for example the Countryside Agency relied extensively

on Faringdon Town Council’s experience to help other communities to plan their health checks.

7.3 The district council and town council are keen to incorporate a referendum in the process of

preparing the Faringdon Neighbourhood Plan. Therefore, if  this bid  is successful, such a

referendum will be undertaken and be funded by part of the grant. In addition, the grant will be

used to fund the cost of 

• the Examination

• further research 

• consultation/community engagement

7.4 In return for the grant funding, the district council will provide the town council with advice and

support throughout the plan production process. This will include the sharing of the district-wide

LDF evidence studies and identifying how this relates to the Faringdon Neighbourhood Plan area.

7.5 In developing a neighbourhood plan for Faringdon it is anticipated that many of the issues that

would need to be addressed in other  neighbourhood plans  will need to be addressed by this

one. However, given Faringdon Town Council’s excellent track record in planning and community

engagement this proposal  presents a rare opportunity  to demonstrate how a neighbourhood

plan could be delivered in a town that wants to accept further development whilst retaining its

identity.

7.6 Although the plan for Faringdon would need to address a number of complex and, in some cases,

emotive issues, it  is not  considered  that  these issues would be irresolvable in developing the

plan.  This is considered  particularly  so given  the strengths of  the town council,  especially in

community engagement.

7.7 In conclusion, the Vale of White Horse District Council and Faringdon Town Council believe that

the production of a neighbourhood plan for Faringdon, as part of the Front Runner scheme, will

provide valuable  learning for many other towns and  neighbourhoods both in the distirct  and

further afield  that  wish to prepare such a plan in future.  This will particularly  be the case for

those towns and neighbourhoods wish to preserve their historic and unique identity but wish to

accommodate growth in order to enable their town to thrive in future.
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8. CONTACTS

Vale of White Horse District Council contact:

Sally Truman

Shared Policy and Community Engagement Manager

Vale of White Horse District Council 

The Abbey House

Abbey Close

ABINGDON 

OX14 3JE

Tel: 01235540408

Email sally.truman@southandvale.gov.uk

Faringdon Town Council contact:

Hilary Sherman

Deputy Town Clerk

Faringdon Town Council

The Corn Exchange

FARINGDON

Oxfordshire SN7 7JA

Tel: 01367 240281

Email hilary@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk
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APPENDIX 1 – KEY BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS TO THIS APPLICATION

Vale of White Horse District Council Local Plan 2011 (adopted July 2006)

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-

plan/local-plan-2011

Vale of White Horse District Council Emerging Core Strategy

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-

development-framework/core-strategy/preferred-options

Faringdon Health Check Document (hard copy only - available on request)

A Development Strategy for Faringdon 2008 – 2026

http://www.faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk/files/resourcesmodule/@random4b4320cb05a5e/1262690722_

Development_Strategy_for_Faringdon_2008_2026.pdf

Vale of White Horse District Council website (for information on other current projects in Faringdon)

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/business/economic-development/town-centre-

vitality/faringdon

APPENDIX 2 - LETTERS AND EMAILS OF SUPPORT

The following emails and letters of support for this application have been received and are attached as

follows:

• email from Ed Vaizey, Member of Parliament, representing Wantage Constituency

• email from Judith Heathcoat, Oxfordshire County Councillor for the Division of Faringdon and the
Coxwells and Cabinet Member for Safer and Stronger Communities

• letter from Roger Cox, Member for Faringdon and the Coxwells Ward of the Vale of White Horse
District Council, Deputy Leader of the Council, Cabinet Member for Planning and Housing

• letter of support from Alison Thomson, Chairman of Vale of White Horse Distict Council and local
District Councillor

• email fromMeryl Smith ,Deputy Chief Executive, Oxfordshire Rural Community Council

• email from Christine Lalley, county Officer, Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils
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From: "VAIZEY, Ed" <ed.vaizey.mp@parliament.uk>

To: Cllr Judith Heathcoat <Judith.Heathcoat@Oxfordshire.gov.uk>; ALAN HICKMORE

<a.hickmore.1471@btinternet.com>

Cc: Andrew Marsden <andrew.marsden476@btinternet.com>

Sent: Sunday, 16 October, 2011 20:23:26

Subject: RE: Neighbourhood front runner application

"I am fully behind Faringdon Town Council's desire to develop a Neighbourhood Plan.  Faringdon faces many

of the challenges common to market towns. It is close to a major urban centre - Swindon - and struggles to

ensure that it has the right mix of opportunities for commercial business, independent shops and young

people.  The town has a strong heritage ranging from the civil war to the eccentric Lord Berners, and an

engaged and civic-minded community who support a local newspaper and lively festivals.  Faringdon needs

the opportunity to take stock and establish a way forward based on heritage and tourism opportunities, a

thriving commercial ecology and vibrant independent shops and civic institutions.  A Neighbourhood Plan

provides precisely that opportunity".
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From: Cllr Judith Heathcoat [mailto:Judith.Heathcoat@Oxfordshire.gov.uk]

Sent: 13 October 2011 19:36

To: ALAN HICKMORE

Cc: VAIZEY, Ed

Subject: RE: Neighbourhood front runner application

"I'm delighted to have the opportunity to support Faringdon Town Council in their wish to develop a

Neighbourhood Plan. Faringdon is a lovely historical market town and its shopping and commercial hub

serves not only the immediate 

residents but also the outlying villages.   The Town Council in common with many local government

administrations faces many challenges and a Neighbourhood Plan will ensure that the local communities in

the town and the surrounding area benefit from a well thought out strategic plan which will ensure a safer

and stronger local community for future generations".

Kind regards,

Judy

C/Cllr. Mrs Judith Heathcoat

County Councillor for Faringdon and the Coxwells

Cabinet Member, Safer and Stronger Communities
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Chiltern House

Coxwell Road

Faringdon

COUNCILLOR ROGER COX

MEMBER FOR FARINGDON & THE COXWELLS WARD

OF VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT COUNCIL

Deputy Leader of the Council

Cabinet Member for Planning and Housing

FARINGDON TOWN COUNCIL – APPLICATION FOR FRONT RUNNER STATUS IN THE

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING SCHEME

Introduction

1.   I write in support of the Faringdon Town Council application to be awarded a place on the pilot

scheme for developing a tailored local plan under the Neighbourhood Planning scheme.  I am able

to endorse the application, as I am also a Town Councillor and I have observed the work of the

Planning and Highways Committee for the past 8 years and I am able to compare their efforts with

other councils within the district.

History

2.   Faringdon conducted a health check in 2001/2 that led to a way forward being identified to

maintain  the  town’s  position  as  a  prominent  market  town  and  as  the  hub  around  which  the

surrounding villages revolve.  This led to remodelling and other improvements in the market square

in  conjunction  with  the  Oxfordshire  County  Council  and  the  Vale  District  Council.   The Town

Council was later proactive in requesting an additional housing allocation which was agreed by the

district council and incorporated into the local plan.

Current Situation

3.  The Vale of  White Horse District Council  is in process of  reviewing its Local Development

Framework, including housing targets, land supply and housing allocations.  It is behind the time

line with the Core Strategy, but is now recovering that lost time just when the NPPF is about to be

enacted.  As part of that review the district council is encouraging local councils to produce plans

and submit them for inclusion under the umbrella of the district plan.  Meanwhile, the Town council

has continued to update its plan through the “Our Future our Faringdon” working group, thereby

updating the 2009 plan it submitted to the district.

Rationale

4.   I  am keen that  neighbourhood  plans  should  be  logically  constructed to  represent  what  is

required and what is feasible within the local planning context, rather than a wish list of aspirations

or a complete guide to the delights of the locality.  For that reason I am similarly keen to secure a

template that  would serve as a standard approach for all  that could then be incorporated into

higher level plans.  I have already expressed a view to the Town Council that it should wait for the

guidance on the content of their plan and this scheme would give them that opportunity to take it

forward.

Recommendation
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5.   I recommend that Faringdon Town Council be awarded front runner status in the

Neighbourhood Planning scheme and the £20,000 grant to enable it.

Roger Cox

Tel: 01367 243367  -  roger.cox@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
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FARINGDON'S  BID  FOR FINANCIAL  SUPPORT TO BE PROVIDED  TO ASSIST  IT  IN

BECOMING ONE OF THE  PILOT TOWNS FOR THE  COMPLETION OF  A NEIGHBOUR

PLAN 

I  am delighted to  support  Faringdon in  its  wish to  become a  pilot  town with a

Neighbour  Plan.   I  became  a  district  councillor  for  the  town in  1999,  and  have

observed it lead the way in Oxfordshire with the Health Check in 2001/2002.  The

remodelling of the town Market Place in 2004 has helped to make it an attractive

town while the forward thinking of the town's Planning and Highways committee

have lead the way with Our Future Our Faringdon plan in considering  ways the town

ought to develop in the future.

As  Chairman of  the Vale  of  White  Horse District  Council  I  would  hope that  this

application will be viewed sympathetically. Faringdon has lead the way in looking at

market town development in the district over the years;  it would be splendid if this

trend could be continued.  The town is the hub of a number of surrounding villages

who use it  for their  commercial and retail  activities.   The government is keen to

encourage the involvement  of  local  communities  in  planning  the  future of  their

town.  The  town  was  able  to  do  this  admirably  with  its  Health  Check  and  the

implementation of  the recommendations.   As  we move forward into the second

decade of the twenty-first century,  I think that it is highly desirable that the town

has  a  carefully  considered  strategy  for  the  future  –  something  which  should  be

achieved with a Neighbourhood Plan.  It will then be available to serve as a model

for  other  Vale  towns  who  also  wish  to  consider  neighbour  plans.   I  have  great

confidence that the work in completing a neighbour plan will be carried out to a very

high standard.

Alison M Thomson

District Councillor for Faringdon and the Coxwells and Chairman of Vale of White
Horse District Council
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From: Smith, Meryl – ORCC <Meryl.smith@oxonrcc.org.uk>

To: <hilary@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk>

DATE: 26/10/11 11:46

Subject: RE: Faringdon Town Council's Neighbourhood Planning Front Runner Application

Cc: Sally Truman <sally.truman@southandvale.gov.uk>

Dear Hilary

ORCC is happy to support your partnership application with the Vale of White Horse District Council to

become a Neighbourhood Planning Front Runner.   From our long-standing experience of delivering a

community-led planning support service to communities in the county and our recent contact with members

of the town community as Accountable Body for the South East Rural Towns Programme, we are aware of

Faringdon’s strong track record of successful community action planning and community action.

We support your stated aim of accepting further development and enhancing the contribution that Faringdon

makes to the vibrancy of the Oxfordshire economy whilst retaining the town’s cultural heritage, identity and

self-sufficiency.

We hope your application is successful and, if so, we would be interested in working with you in any way that

would be helpful on ways of making the Neighbourhood Plan community consultation process as inclusive

and comprehensive as possible.  This will of course be important in order to achieve a meaningful and

productive result at the community referendum stage.

Good luck!

Meryl

Meryl Smith

Deputy Chief Executive

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council

Jericho Farm

Worton

Witney

OX29 4SZ

 

Tel: 01865 883488

Fax: 01865 883191

E-mail: meryl.smith@oxonrcc.org.uk

www.oxonrcc.org.uk

 

Charity no: 900560

Company no: 2461552
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From: OALC [mailto:info@oalc.org.uk] 

Sent: 31 October 2011 09:58

To: hilary@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk

Cc: 'Smith, Meryl - ORCC'

Subject: Faringdon Town Council Front runner application

Hilary,

OALC have been forwarded your email from Meryl Smith, ORCC about your application for Front

runner funding from DCLG.

OALC are happy to endorse your application and hope you will be successful. OALC do not have the

resources to offer concrete assistance but would nevertheless like to be kept informed of your

progress. I presume you will be sharing good practice with the other front runners in the county, in

particular Chipping Norton and Thame Town Councils.

Kind regards

Christine Lalley

County Officer

Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils

SODC

Benson Lane

Crowmarsh Gifford

Wallingford

Oxon.

OX10 8HQ

01491 823118

info@oalc.org.uk

Please check our website - www.oalc.org.uk - on a regular basis for updates
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