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Foreword 

 

For some years, the Planning and Highways Committee of the Faringdon Town Council has been concerned 

with the increasing problems that car parking has brought to the Town. Faringdon is an ancient town that was 

not designed in its central area for the demands of the motorcar. Even the less central parts of the town were 

developed in a relatively recent era when the population was given higher priority than the parking of cars. 

 

This has led to a situation that could develop in the near future into a crisis for the people of the town, its 

shopkeepers, traders and businesses. There is already evidence of tourist based businesses moving out 

because the lack of adequate parking is restricting their growth. 

 

Following a suggestion from Councillor Evans the committee set up a Working Party to research the real and 

potential situation and make recommendations. The Working Party was made up of a wide group of citizens 

as well as members of the Council. It met at regular intervals and carried out both market and investigatory 

research. 

 

The results of its work are contained in this report. 

 

The report is in four parts: 

 A summary of the points of agreement between the working party, the Faringdon Town Council 

(FTC) Planning Committee and the public meeting. 

 The report itself with its appendices. 

 Minutes of the FTC Planning Committee‟s consideration of the report (Appendix XIV). 

 Minutes of the public meeting (Appendix XV). 

 

It is important for Faringdon that this report is read by the senior councils and taken seriously.  It is intended 

to be a significant pointer to all three Councils as to how the problems caused by the motorcar are affecting 

our Town and how some of the worst problems could be solved. 

 

Over the next few months, FTC Planning Committee will be inviting representatives of the District and 

County Councils to discuss these findings with us. We are sure that with good will and the desire to improve 

the amenities of our already lovely Town, we will succeed in solving the problems highlighted in this report. 

 

Finally, the Planning Committee wishes to thank most sincerely Councillor Evans and his team for an 

excellent report which was completed very rapidly and with a great deal of well placed passion. 

 

This matter must not be allowed to fade away - it is now up to the three Councils to implement the 

changes. 

 

 

 

Alan Hickmore 

Chair, Faringdon Town Council Planning Committee 



FARINGDON CAR PARKING WORKING PARTY 

Page 5 of 27 

Introduction 

 

A working party was formed in March 2004 to investigate the problems associated with the parking of cars 

in Faringdon. 

 

Having identified problem areas, the working party designed a questionnaire and over 500 were distributed 

to residents and local businesses.  The response was better than expectations and contained good practical 

suggestions to ease the problem. Besides the distribution of the questionnaire the working party engaged in 

discussion with residents and neighbours on a one to one basis. 

 

The information that the party accumulated was studied, discussed and a list of 63 recommendations was 

created. These recommendations fall into two broad categories of short-term and longer-term. The short-term 

recommendations are considered to be low cost and easily implemented whilst the longer-term 

recommendations are most certainly more costly and will take longer to implement. 

 

Some correspondence received from members of the public is also included in the report. This information 

indicates the public interest in this work and will hopefully encourage some urgency to the process of 

implementation. 

 

The working party met on five occasions, although smaller meetings took place as information was collected 

and analysed. 

 

The minutes of meetings are included as they contain information that might otherwise be lost.  
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Background 

 
A Working Party was set up to investigate the help and financial assistance required in formulating a car 

parking policy in Faringdon. 

 

It became obvious that this Working Party could provide recommendations for practical and viable measures 

to ease the present and longer-term car parking problems in areas of Faringdon. 

 

Once its recommendations are presented to the Highways and Planning committee of the Faringdon Town 

Council, adopting, funding and prioritising of the recommendations are steps to be carried out in order to 

ease the parking problems. 

 

 
 

A mail drop was carried out in London Street and Swan Lane inviting people to a meeting on 25
th
 March, 

during which a Working Party was formed. It consisted of 12 members of the public, an officer, two 

Faringdon Town Councillors and the County Councillor. 

 

Within minutes of the start of this first meeting it became 

obvious that this Working Party had the capability to 

provide recommendations for practical and viable 

measures to ease the car-parking problem in areas of 

Faringdon. 

 

It was decided that the Working Party should gather 

information on which to base its recommendations and 

present them in the form of this report to the Planning 

and Highways Committee of the Faringdon Town 

Council.  
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The process of adopting or rejecting its recommendations would be a second phase of the process, followed 

by a third phase of establishing funding and a fourth stage of prioritising the work before the fifth stage of 

implementation. 

 

In this new light the first meeting set out to identify the parking problem areas within Faringdon. It was 

decided that a questionnaire be produced in order to establish the extent of concern by the residents in these 

areas and to gather constructive suggestions that, through implementation would most likely ease the 

growing problem. 

 

Five meetings have subsequently taken place 

and the recommendations presented by the 

Working Party are made from the people 

canvassed, members of the Working Party, 

observers who attended a meeting and from 

e-mails. 

 

It was a general consensus that vehicle 

parking in Faringdon is a problem that will 

never disappear. It is a problem that needs to 

be monitored regularly as the town 

developments. 

 

Measures taken to ease the problem may have the desired effect for a while but with the trend of more and 

more dwellings being built on less area of land and the subsequent increase in people and car population in 

Faringdon, the whole issue of car parking needs to be assessed at regular intervals. 

With a large development planned to the west of the town and the inevitable increase of vehicles, traffic-

calming measures need to be reviewed and, more importantly, any reduction of car parking spaces on roads 

feeding the new development would be unacceptable to local residents. 

 

Sadly, the planning authority appears to be at a disadvantage when dealing with wealthy developers. The 

District Council face large legal costs to fight appeal cases and even larger settlement costs should verdicts 

go against them. Wealthy developers can use this tactic 

to overdevelop land in Faringdon such as the cases in 

Swan Lane and Southampton Street. The expansion of 

Faringdon could easily be based upon profit instead of 

sound town planning in that the specialists employed 

by the Vale of White Horse District Council  

(VWHDC) could be distracted from carrying out their 

work.  

 

At a meeting on the 7
th
 June in the Faringdon Corn 

Exchange, an officer was heard to warn District 

Councillors of the Planning Committee that personal 

liability could well follow if their decision fell against 

the McCarthy and Stone developers in Swan Lane. A clear indication of the sort of pressure large 

organisations can bring to bear on our democratic system. This continued high-density development on small 

areas where inadequate parking facilities are chosen in favour of profit result in on-street parking congestion 

causing a problem that is most difficult and expensive to solve. It is of course (in the eyes of the developer) 

not their problem. 

Insufficient and inadequate parking is a considerable frustration to many residents and it is up to the 

Faringdon Town Council to promote a holistic outlook to try to keep this parking problem under control and 

promote the cause to the VWHDC and OCC before developers purchase land for infill dwellings. 
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To many business people, the matter of inadequate parking facilities is so serious that it can be a deciding 

factor to re-locate in a town where vehicle parking is much easier, such as Witney, Highworth or Thame. The 

parking problem is strangling the financial development of Faringdon. 

 

Gloucester Street car park has only 52 public car parking 

places yet one business is allowed to have 21 dedicated 

parking places for its customers. Is this opportunism or 

greed by the landlord? Is it denying the community of a 

valuable commodity, or is it a shrewd business operation 

recognising the value of good parking as a key factor to 

its ongoing success? 

 

Opportunism by the landlord? 

 
Lack of parking facilities is hampering efforts in 

promoting a tourist trade in the town. Recently, the 

management of The Bell Inn has changed hands 

because the former licensees saw the absence of a 

coach park as being an insurmountable obstacle in 

their efforts to increase turnover.  
      
  A shrewd business operation? 

 
 

For the reasons stated, it is essential that the recommendations in this report are adopted by the authorities 

and put into practice in a responsible and focussed manner.  

 

For instance, the majority of people questioned have 

requested that parking fees are removed. This will 

encourage more use of the two car parks, taking 

cars off the streets. However, should motorists be 

fined for illegal parking when car parks are full, 

damage to the development of Faringdon will 

continue.  

 

As there are limited public parking spaces in the 

two car parks it is essential that they be enlarged. 

 

It is also important that an effort is made to keep 

everyone who has contributed information to this 

report informed of its progress.  

 

The Internet and regular press releases are excellent 

methods for achieving this. 
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Summary of Points of Agreement  

Summary of points of Agreement between the working party, the Faringdon Town Council (FTC) Planning 

Committee and the Public Meeting. 

 

The following summary shows the various recommendations of the Working Party and the degree of 

agreement indicated by the Faringdon Town Council Planning Committee at their meeting on 28
th
 June 2004 

and the Public Meeting held on 15
th
 July 2004.  Detail regarding how the recommendations were prepared 

and minutes of various meetings are to be found in the body of this report and attached appendices. 

 

 

Short-Term Recommendations 

 

Recommendation FTC comments Public Meeting Comments 

 

General, throughout Faringdon 

Remove car-parking tariffs 

from Gloucester Street and 

Southampton Street car 

parks.  

 

Partially agreed. 

First hour free of charge, then a 

rising tariff up to a maximum of 

one pound. 

Preferential rates for workers, 

possibly using parking permits. 

Machines that give change required. 

Partially agreed. 

First hour free of charge enforced 

by a traffic warden. 

If not agreed then machines that 

give change required. 

Refund scheme to be expanded and 

advertised. 

Renew signage on all 

approach roads to direct 

traffic to the car parks.  

Agreed. 

Also car parks to have signs 

directing traffic to the other car 

park.  

Agreed. 

Also car parks to have signs 

directing traffic to the other car 

park. 

Survey the on street parking 

facilities in London Road, 

London Street, 

Marlborough Street, 

Coxwell Street, Station 

Road, Ferndale Street, 

Gravel Walk, Gloucester 

Street, Swan Lane, Church 

Street and Coach Lane to 

improve them and identify 

parking spaces suitable for 

chevron parking. 

Agreed, except that the wording 

should read; “Professionally” 

survey the on street……. 

Mostly agreed, with the proviso that 

there is space for the modified road 

to accommodate such a scheme. 

Many people requested that 

walkways are retained to a 

minimum width that allows prams 

to pass safely. 

Survey areas where nose to 

tail street parking takes 

place making sure that there 

are no designated parking 

spaces. (Allows closer 

proximity to the next car 

than „regulation‟ space 

allocations). 

Agreed Agreed 

The successful implementation of 

this survey would be to increase the 

parking spaces available. 

 

Seek planning guidance 

change for all new brown 

field site developments to 

have a minimum of 2 off 

street parking spaces 

allocated to each dwelling 

rather than 1.5. 

 

Agreed Agreed 
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Recommendation FTC comments Public Meeting Comments 

All new brown field site 

developments to be set back 

from the road sufficiently to 

allow short-term parking. 

 

Agreed but reword “All significant 

brown field sites…..” 

Agreed 

Employ a traffic warden 

with variable working 

hours so the warden can 

carry out duties during the 

day in some weeks and 

during early evenings other 

weeks. 

Agreed but reword “ A traffic 

warden to be employed by the 

relevant authorities with variable 

working hours……..” 

Agreed for later. 

A traffic warden should be utilised 

only once parking in the town has 

been improved. 

Review options for 

implementing a residents 

parking scheme in selected 

areas. 

Agreed Not totally agreed. 

Some members were opposed to the 

scheme as it would have to 

incorporate the whole of Faringdon, 

causing problems when congestion 

forces motorists to park in nearby 

streets. 

Others members thought it may be 

effective if restricted to the hours 

between 5pm and 9 am. 

Yellow lines to be reviewed 

throughout Faringdon. 

Agreed Agreed, with following provisos.  

All single yellow lines be removed 

and double yellow lines be 

reviewed. 

There is a strong case for the use of 

red lines in parts of Faringdon. 

The survey should include day, 

evenings and weekend readings 

over a period of time to obtain a 

true reflection of the problem. 

 

Coxwell Street 

Double yellow lines to be 

painted on one side of the 

road for its entire length. 

Agreed but reword 

 “….for its entire length in order 

that parking on the opposite side 

can be designated. Consideration is 

to be given to moving the central 

markings of the road making 

allowance for parked vehicles” 

Agreed; in addition there are places 

where red lines should be painted to 

prohibit parking at any time. 

Policing of the parking 

restrictions to be carried 

out, particularly during 

evenings. 

Agreed Agreed 

Heavy vehicles to use the 

Park Road route through 

Faringdon. 

Agreed Agreed; in addition there needs to 

be a weight restriction on vehicles 

travelling through Faringdon. 

Traffic calming is required. 

 

 

Agreed Agreed 
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Recommendation FTC comments Public Meeting Comments 

 

Faringdon Health Centre 

Volunteer Way should have 

a bus stop with a lay-by 

outside the Health Centre. 

Agreed Agreed 

A disembarking area is 

required within the car 

park. 

 

 

Agreed Agreed 

 

Ferndale Street 

Review double yellow lines 

on the London Street side 

of the street. 

Not agreed. 

The double yellow lines should 

remain as they are. 

Agreed 

 

Gloucester Street 

Reduce the width of 

pavements at the Lechlade 

Road end of the Street to 

the Library and create more 

parking places. Mark 

individual parking places in 

a chevron style pattern. 

Agreed, but the pavement width 

should not be reduced by “too 

much” as it is a high pedestrian 

traffic area. 

 

Agreed 

An increase in the number of 

parking spaces on Gloucester Street 

is essential as ill feeling is 

developing between business and 

residents over the issue of customer 

parking. 

The pavement at the higher end of 

Gloucester Street is wide enough to 

sustain a developed parking area. 

The junior school is to be 

approached to ask its staff to use the 

Gloucester Street car park instead 

of Gloucester Street. 

Chevron style parking should be 

designed to make it safe for 

reversing out of the parking space. 

Residents parking scheme is 

required. 

Cut into the grass verge on 

the south side of the road at 

the Lechlade Road end to 

create space for chevron 

style parking. 

Agreed, but the pavement width 

should not be reduced by “too 

much” as it is a high pedestrian 

traffic area. 

 

Agreed 

 

London Road 

Install traffic calming 

measures below the 

Sudbury House Hotel 

extending the lay-by so it is 

wide enough to have 

chevron style parking 

places along the hotel side 

of the road. 

Agreed Agreed 
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Recommendation FTC comments Public Meeting Comments 

 

London Street 

Install more effective street 

lighting. 

Agreed Agreed. 
Improved lighting is required in 

London Street and London Road up 

to the Sudbury House once traffic 

calming has been introduced 

together with chevron style parking. 

Reduce the width of the 

pavement outside Threshers 

to create a short term 

parking lay-by. 

Agreed, but a parking restriction of 

15 minutes should be included. 

 

Agreed, but adequate pavement 

width is required for prams etc. to 

pass safely. 

Enforce the parking ban on 

the Church side of the 

street. 

 

Agreed Agreed 

Reduce the width of the 

pavement outside The 

Viceroy Restaurant to 

create a short term parking 

lay-by. 

Not agreed, on the grounds that 

it would encourage illegal 

parking. 
 

Agreed, but adequate pavement 

width is required for prams etc. to 

pass safely. 

Create 3 parking places at 

the bottom of London 

Street for short-term stays 

of 10 minutes maximum to 

assist the businesses. 

This recommendation should be 

professionally reviewed 

Agreed 

Give way signs should be 

installed at both ends of the 

narrow section of road 

linking Marlborough Street, 

Gloucester Street and 

London Street to encourage 

courtesy and safer, slower 

driving. 

Not agreed Agreed 

 

Market Place 

Parking restriction of 30 

minutes to be extended to 

one hour with preference 

given to visitors. 

Agreed, but need to advertise 

restrictions making them absolutely 

clear.  

Extended parking times agreed.  

It may be too difficult to give 

preference to visitors. 

Create Community Bus 

parking area in place of the 

taxi rank. 

Agreed Agreed 

Designate two parking 

areas outside the Portwell 

Hotel for Community 

Buses for limited times. 

Agreed Agreed 

Modify the kerb to allow 

Community Buses to park 

in front of the Old Town 

Hall at specific times such 

as during Farmers Market 

Day. 

Not agreed The meeting supported this 

suggestion only if market traders 

approved and if it were so, the 

bollards should be made to be 

removable 
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Recommendation FTC comments Public Meeting Comments 

Market Traders are to be 

encouraged to use the 

pavements for their stalls, 

leaving the parking places 

available for cars. 

Not agreed Not agreed - market traders require 

the parking places on market days.  

Encourage use of Gloucester street 

car park instead. 

 

Marlborough Street 

Remove parking 

restrictions from one side of 

street. 

Agreed  Agreed 

Enforce a parking ban on 

the opposite side of the 

road. 

Agreed, except that 2 parking 

places could be created in front of 

the Funeral Parlour 

Agreed 

Designate the outside of 

Budgens for short-term 

community bus parking and 

as a large vehicle unloading 

point. 

Agreed Agreed 

 

Southampton Street South 

Remove the grass verge on 

the west side of the street to 

create a parking area with 

individual chevron bays. 

Agreed Agreed 

Resist any further 

development in the area to 

avoid an increase to the 

existing congestion, over 

development and 

exacerbating the poor 

access. 

Agreed Agreed 

The meeting was disappointed in 

the VHA that is aggravating the 

severe parking congestion in this 

area by proposing a development on 

an established although dilapidated 

parking site adding to the 

frustration of residents. 

Build a traffic-calming 

ramp opposite the tennis 

courts. 

Agreed No comment 

 

Swan Lane 

Negotiate change to the 

planned McCarthy & Stone 

development presently 

underway to include more 

parking for residents, 

employees and visitors. 

Agreed Agreed, but expect McCarthy & 

Stone to push through the 

development because of financial 

liability they can inflict upon the 

District Council through appeal 

cases if required. 

Oppose any reduction of 

parking spaces in Swan 

Lane. 

Agreed Agreed 



 

Additional comments from the Public Meeting:- 

 

1. Market Place 

 The speed ramps to be painted as zebra crossings giving pedestrians right of way, avoiding 

confusion and effectively calming traffic. 

 

2. Planning Consideration 

Adequate car parking should be a prerequisite before ANY planning permission is granted in future. 

This includes small developments (such as 48 London Street which is adding a 2-roomed apartment, 

or possibly 2 1-roomed apartments), medium developments (The Faringdon Hotel, which has 12 

flats with agreed parking in the courtyard, but now this has been blocked off forcing street parking), 

to the M&S development of 53 apartments, 11 affordable homes plus a wardens flat. The current 

parking allocation of 38 spaces is hopelessly inadequate, and planners should take Faringdon's 

already overloaded parking into consideration for all new applications. Failure to insist on this will 

result in the parking situation worsening, adversely impacting existing residents and businesses in 

the town. 

 

3. Gravel Walk 

A review of the parking in Gravel Walk is required in order to secure parking places for residents. 

Whilst not apparent to most people, there is a high number of dwellings in this area hidden from 

sight. Access is often poor and parking spaces are few. Some residents suffer from inconsiderate 

parking that restricts access to their homes. It is important to discourage the parking of vehicles so 

close to the dwellings in Gravel Walk that when engines are started exhaust fumes leak into peoples 

houses. 

 

Long-Term Recommendations 

 

Recommendation FTC comments Public Meeting Comments 

Gloucester Street Car Park 

Purchase the land in and 

adjacent to the car park to 

increase its size 

Agreed Agreed 

Increase the number of car 

parking spaces to 350 for 

public use by purchasing 

privately owned land and 

terminating lease 

agreements. 

Agreed Agreed 

It is essential to expand this car 

park including the area below the 

Town Park. Increase the area for 

public parking by terminating leases 

on rented spaces, and using the land 

opposite the car park including the 

old vegetable garden of Faringdon 

House.  

Implement a low tariff permit 

scheme for regular users. 

Create parking space for 

coaches. (Requires 

Lechlade Road end to 

become two way so buses 

leaving the car park can 

turn right). 

Not agreed - Coaches should park 

out of town. 

 

Agreed 

Build a walkway through to 

the centre of town at the 

north end. (Possibly 

running next to the 

Volunteer Public House.)  

Not agreed – considered 

unnecessary 

Agreed 

Extend the walkway alongside the 

Volunteer public house by making a 

hole through the wall. Install signs 

to indicate pedestrian access to the 

centre of town. 

Make it wide enough to 

accommodate shopping trolleys. 
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Recommendation FTC comments Public Meeting Comments 

Design the car park to have 

an open environment to 

create a “safe” feel about it. 

Agreed Agreed 

Install more effective 

lighting. 

Agreed 

 

Agreed 

 

Install CCTV. Agreed Agreed 

Install notices to advertise 

the use of surveillance. 

Agreed Agreed 

 

Southampton Street Car Park 

Acquire land next to 

Barclays Bank (purchase or 

donation) to increase the 

existing car park by up to 

50%.  

Possibly use for a mobile 

clinic since it is close to the 

electrical supply sub-

station.  

Agreed - it was also suggested that 

the substation be relocated. 

Agreed 

Review the area of the car 

park to gain as many spaces 

as practical. 

 

Agreed Agreed 

Reduce the motorcycle 

parking facility 

Agreed Agreed 

Install CCTV. Agreed Agreed 

Install notices to advertise 

the use of surveillance. 

Agreed Agreed 

 

Coach Parking Sites 

North side of the Acorn 

Service Station Esso 

garage. 

Agreed, but further professional 

advice required 

Agreed 

Corner of Radcot Road and 

Church Street where a car 

park with 50 spaces could 

be incorporated into the 

same area. 

Not agreed No agreement between supporters 

and objectors 

 

London Street 

Traffic calming measures 

are required near the 

London Road end of 

London Street 

Agreed Agreed 

 

Marlborough Street 

Development of the 

Peugeot Garage should be 

used to increase public 

parking. This would also 

make an ideal coach 

parking area. 

 

 

Not possible, as outline planning 

permission has been given to a 

development in this area. 

Agreed 
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Recommendation FTC comments Public Meeting Comments 

Traffic Calming is required 

along Marlborough street. 

Not agreed Agreed 

 

 
Southampton Street South 

Refurbish derelict garages 

(behind steel barrier) and 

offer for rental to local 

residents giving revenue to 

Vale Housing Association. 

Not possible, since planning 

permission has been given for a 

development. 

 

Agreed 

Develop the area opposite 

the garages as a car parking 

facility. 

Not possible, since planning 

permission has been given for a 

development. 

Agreed. Disappointment was 

expressed that VHA is aggravating 

the existing congestion in the area. 

Private developers are driven by 

greed and over development 

resulting in inadequate parking 

facilities. Members felt the VHA 

should work to avoid both failings. 

Improve lighting. Agreed Agreed 

Install CCTV Not agreed, since this is a built-up 

area 

Agreed 

Advertise the use of 

surveillance. 

Not agreed Agreed 

 

Swan Lane 

No further developments 

without minimum 

Oxfordshire County 

Council regulations for 

parking. 

Agreed Agreed 

The disused theatre could 

be demolished and the 

space turned into car 

parking area. 

Requires further discussion. Agreed 

 

Additional comments from the Public Meeting: 

 

1. Canada Lane 

Heavy congestion occurs here frequently particularly at the start of school times and finish times at the 

pre-school centre. Parking on double yellow lines is common and survey is needed with appropriate 

suggestions being made in keeping with those in the report. 

 

2. Waste Land near Willis Close 

This land should be turned into a car park after adequate access has been established. 

 

3. Church Street 

The report should be extended to include recommendations for Church Street where residents are forced 

to park on Radcot Road. Members suggested that it is only a question of time before an accident occurs 

due to vehicles being parked in this narrow and poorly lit piece of roadway. 
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History of the Working Party 

 

Formation - 25th March 2004 

 
The meeting attracted over 30 people and the Working Party was formed with the following members: - 

 

Cllr. ST Evans Chairman, Deputy Town Clerk Mrs Hilary Sherman. (Officer) Cllr. Frank Callanan, Mrs. 

Marian Costley, Mrs. Lou Smith, Mrs. Charlotte Rawson-Nash, Mrs. Trish Adams, Dr. Mike Wise, Mr. 

Steve Wright, Mrs. Kate Haysman, Miss. Joyce Richmond, Mrs. Sue Reid, Mr. Colin Maidens, Mr. Clive 

Davis and Oxfordshire County Councillor Judith Heathcoat. 

  

Parking problem areas 
The first meeting established a total of 14 parking problem areas that should be investigated.  

These were: 

 Coxwell Street 

 Station Road  

 Gravel Walk 

 Southampton Street South 

 Swan Lane 

 Gloucester Street  

 Marlborough Street 

 London Street 

 Bromsgrove 

 Faringdon Businesses 

 Community Bus Services 

 Market Place 

 Public Car Parks 

 Highworth Road 

 
Volunteers from the Working Party took specific areas to survey and the second meeting was held 4 weeks later on 22nd April. 

 

Street Electors Properties Off Street Parking On Street Parking Spaces per Property Shortfall 

London Street 125 88 30 38 0.77 57 

Coxwell St 63 45 5 25 0.66 33 

Southampton Street South 68 37 13 11 0.64 44 

Gloucester Street 140 99 5 42 0.47 93 

Bromsgrove 32 42 5 20 0.59 7 

Marlborough Street 55 42 6 26 0.76 23 

Market Place 32 45 12 26 0.84 0 

Swan Lane 28 17 6 8 0.82 14 

Gravel Walk 76 50 21 0 0.42 55 

The above table was compiled by the working party and carried out on a weekday evening after 7.30 p.m. It does not include any 

businesses in the Market Place, or London Street, these issues are shown in different areas of this report. In Gloucester Street there 

were an additional 15 cars parked on the wide pavement and in Bromsgrove there were an additional 6 cars parked on double yellow 

lines. 18 of the available spaces in the Market Place are soon to go to ½ hour only, which will further impact the parking. 

The total shortfall 

is 326. This is 

based on the 

amount of parking 

both on and off 

street that is 

available in these 9 

streets and the 

number of electors. 

Not every elector 

owns a car. Taking 

40% of this figure, 

allowing for one 

car families, this 

still leaves 196 cars 

in these 9 streets 

without car 

parking. This then 

impacts on 

surrounding streets. 
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Subsequent Working Party Meetings 

 
Second Working Party Meeting 22

nd
 April 2004.  

 
Most of the Working Party and two observers attended the second meeting and the results of the 

questionnaire were presented. 

 

Nearly 500 questionnaires were distributed and many people had been questioned face to face. The response 

to the questionnaire was good with at least a 30% return rate in the some areas and 100% return rate in others 

where there had been face to face meetings. 

 

The quality of suggestions from the questionnaires was considered to be of a high and practical standard. 

 

Third Working Party Meeting 6
th

 May 2004. 

 
A third meeting was held on the 6

th
 of May when the survey from the Faringdon businesses was presented. 

 

Out of 27 businesses some 24 businesses were approached for their views and all were enthusiastic to 

participate without exception. 

 

A point of concern for the Working Party was the deterioration of conditions in Swan Lane. It was reported 

that many residents were suffering from a high degree of stress induced from the frequent requirement for 

large vehicles to gain access along the narrowest of sections of Swan Lane. An incident has taken place 

where a gas main had been damaged by a large vehicle unsuccessfully navigating the lane towards the new 

development. (The incident is currently under police investigation.) In light of the already congested on-

street parking in Swan lane, frustration levels were running so high that some individuals created a petition, 

collecting names and addresses of about 10% of the population of Faringdon who would like to put a halt on 

this development until the plans are revised for the site to accommodate one parking place per dwelling. 

 

Fourth Working Party Meeting 20
th

 May 2004. 

 
A fourth meeting was held on the 20

th
 May. The findings of the car parking survey were complete. Short 

term and long term recommendations were proposed.  

The Swan Lane petition was delivered to the Faringdon Town Council, the Vale of White Horse District 

Council, the Member of Parliament representing Faringdon Mr Robert Jackson and the Office of the Deputy 

Prime Minister. The Oxfordshire County Council rejected the petition. 

 

Fifth & Final Working Party Meeting 10th June 2004. 

 
With the report compiled the Working Party made appropriate amendments to the report for submission. 

 

The Working Party decided to reconvene in twelve weeks to discuss progress. 
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Recommendations of the Working Party 

 

Short-Term Recommendations of the Working Party 

 

(Implementation within 12 months) 

 
General, throughout Faringdon 

 
1 Remove car-parking tariffs from Gloucester Street and Southampton Street car parks. This will 

encourage those who work in the centre of town to use them and remove their cars from the 

streets. 

 

2 Renew signage to direct 

traffic to the car parks. 

These new signs should be 

installed on all approach 

roads. Coxwell Road, 

Coxwell Street, Park Road, 

London Road, London 

Street, Radcot Road, and 

Lechlade Road. In addition 

to existing signs in 

Gloucester Street, Fernham 

Road and Southampton 

Street. It is essential that 

adequate signs be 

strategically placed in the 

centre of town for motorists that prefer to explore the area initially and park later. 

 

3 Professionally survey the on street parking facilities in London Road, London Street, 

Marlborough Street, Coxwell Street, Station Road, Ferndale Street, Gravel Walk, Gloucester 

Street, Swan Lane, Church Street and Coach Lane with view to improving them and where 

appropriate marking chevron style parking spaces. 

 

4 Survey areas where nose to tail 

street parking takes place making 

sure that there are no designated 

parking spaces. (This allows the 

motorist to use discretion with 

closer proximity to the next car, 

gaining more parking slots than 

“regulations” would permit.)  

 

 

5 Seek planning guidance change for 

all new brown field site 

developments to have a minimum 

of 2 off street parking spaces 

allocated to each dwelling. 

 

6 All significant new brown field site developments to be set back from the road sufficiently to 

allow short-term parking. 
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General throughout Faringdon (continued) 

 

7 Employ a traffic warden with variable working hours so the warden can carry out duties during 

the day some weeks and during early evenings other weeks. 

 

8 Review options for implementing a residents parking scheme in selected areas. 

 

9 Yellow lines to be reviewed throughout Faringdon. 

 

Coxwell Street 

 
1 Double yellow lines to be painted on one side of  

                    the road for its entire length. 

 

2 Policing of the parking restrictions to be carried     

                   out, particularly during evening times. 

 

3 Heavy vehicles to be encouraged to use the Park  

                    Road route through Faringdon. 

 

4 Traffic calming is required. 

 

 

 
Faringdon Health Centre 

 
1 Volunteer Way should have a bus stop with a 

lay-by outside the Health Centre. 

 

2 A disembarking area is also required within the 

car park. 

 

 

 

  

 

Ferndale Street 

 
1  Review double yellow lines on the London  

                          Street side of the street. 

 

 

 
 

 

Gravel Walk 

1 Review parking demarcation for the cottages at the 

Lechlade Road end of the road for residents only. 

 

2 Re-establish front gardens for residents that were 

lost through compulsory purchase orders. 

 

3 Establish a free parking scheme in Gloucester Street  
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car park for residents of Gravel Walk. 

 
 

 

Gloucester Street. 

 
1 Reduce the width of pavements at the Lechlade  

      Road end of the Street to the Library and  

                   create more parking places. Mark individual  

                   parking places in a chevron style pattern. 

 

2 Cut into the grass verge on the south side of  
                   the road at the Lechlade Road end to create      

                   space for chevron style parking. 
 

 

 

 
London Road. 

 

1 Install traffic calming measures below the Sudbury House Hotel extending the existing lay-by so 

it is sufficiently wide to have chevron style parking places designated along the hotel side of the 

road. 
 

London Street 

 
1 Install more effective street lighting. 

 

2 Reduce the width of the pavement outside  

                   Threshers to create a short term parking lay-by. 

 

3 Enforce the parking ban on the Church side of  

                    the street. 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Reduce the width of the pavement outside The 

Viceroy Restaurant to create a short term 

parking lay-by. 

 

5 Create 3 parking places at the bottom of 

London Street for short-term stays of 10 

minutes maximum to assist the businesses. 

 

 

 

 
6 Give way signs should be installed at both  

      ends of the narrow section of road linking  

                   Marlborough Street, Gloucester Street and  

                   London Street. This would give preference  

                   to no one and encourage courtesy, safer  

                   slower driving and would not create a noise  
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                   and exhaust pollution problem within the  

                   centre. 

 

 

Market Place  

 
1 Parking restriction of 30 minutes to be  

extended to one hour with preference  

given to visitors. 

 

2 Create Community Bus parking area in 

place of the taxis ranks. 

 

3 Designate two parking areas outside the 

Portwell Hotel for Community Buses for 

limited times. 

 

4 Modify the kerb to allow Community 

Buses to park in the area in front of the 

Old Town Hall at specific times such as 

during Farmers Market Day. 

 

5 Market Traders are to be encouraged  

to construct their stalls each week on the  

pavements leaving the parking places  

available for car. 

 

 
Marlborough Street. 

 
1 Remove parking restrictions from one side  

            of Marlborough Street. 

 

2                 Enforce a parking ban on the opposite side  

                   of the road. 

 

3                 Designate the outside of Budgens for  

                   short-term community bus parking and as  

                   a large vehicle unloading point. 

 

 

 

 

Southampton Street South 

 
1 Remove the grass verge on the west side 

of the street to create a designated 

parking area with individual parking 

bays marked in a chevron style pattern. 

 

2 Resist any further development in the 

area to avoid an increase to the existing 

congestion, over development and 

exacerbating the poor access. 
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3 Build a traffic-calming ramp opposite  
the tennis courts. 

 
 

 

Swan Lane 

 

 
1 Negotiate change to the planned  

                    McCarthy & Stone development  

                    presently underway to include more  

                    parking for residents, employees and  

                    visitors. 

 

2 Oppose any reduction of parking spaces  

                     in Swan Lane. 
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Long-Term Recommendations of the Working Party  

 
(Implementation within 3 years) 

 
Gloucester Street Car Park 

1 Purchase the land in and adjacent to the car park to increase its size. 

2 Increase the number of car parking spaces to 350 for public use by purchasing privately owned 

land and terminating lease agreements. 

3 Create parking space for coaches. (This would require the Lechlade Road end of Gloucester 

Street to become two way once again in order for buses leaving the car park to turn right. 

4 Build a walkway through to the centre of town at the north end. (Possibly running next to the 

Volunteer Public House.) 

5 Design the car park to have an open environment to create a “safe” feel about it. 

6 Install more effective lighting. 

7 Install CCTV. 

8 Install notices to advertise the use of surveillance. 

 

 

 
Southampton Street Car Park 

 
1 Purchase land next to Barclays Bank or request the 

owner to donate a large portion of the land for car 

parking space to be incorporated into the existing car 

park. This could increase the size of the car park by as 

much as 50%. (With such close proximity to an 

electrical supply sub-station, this would be an ideal 

place for a mobile clinic to park and power up its 

equipment. A facility that has been lost to Faringdon 

for a number of years now since the old medical centre 

closed.) 

 

 

 
2 Review the area of the car park to gain as  

many spaces as practical. 

 

3 Reduce the motorcycle parking facility. 

 

4 Install CCTV. 

 

5 Install notices to advertise the use of  

surveillance. 
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Coach Parking (For tourism) 

 
1 A good place for a coach park would be on the  

       north side of the Acorn Service Station Esso  

                    garage.  

 

 

2 A less attractive but well situated alternative is to    

                     build a coach park on the corner of Radcot  

                     Road and Church Street where a car park with 50  

                     spaces could be incorporated into the same area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

London Street 

 

 

1 Traffic calming measures are required near  
                    the London Road end of London Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Marlborough Street 

 
1 More car parking is required and the 

development of the Peugeot Garage should 

be used for this purpose. This would also 

make an ideal coach parking area. 

 

2 Traffic Calming is required. 
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Southampton Street South 

 
1 Refurbish the derelict garages (behind  

                    the steel barrier) and offer them for  

                    rental to local residents.  This would  

                    give revenue to The Vale Housing  

                   Association. 

 

2 Develop the area opposite the garages  

                   as a car parking facility.  

 

3 Improve lighting. 

 

4 Install CCTV. 

 

5 Advertise the use of surveillance. 

 

 
Swan Lane 

 
1 No further developments without minimum        

                   Oxfordshire County Council regulations for      
                   parking. 

 

2 The disused theatre to be demolished and the  
                    space turned into car parking area. 
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